[Clinical Laboratory Tests for Liver Diseases].
A review lecture at the 60th annual meeting of the Japanese Society of Laboratory Medicine is summarized in this paper, in which novel advancements in acute hepatitis B, interferon therapy for hepatitis C, prediction of the liver fibrosis stage and epidemiology, and diagnosis of hepatocellular carcinoma are presented. Because clinical laboratory tests importantly contribute to progress in the diagnosis and treatment of liver diseases, the lecture focused on the role of such tests.